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Member of the  

 

                                                                                                            July - August 2010      

Winter Greetings from your Chairman 

With winter now well-established and keeping us 

indoors more, this is the time to look at your own 

computer skills and the courses available at a time 

of accelerating advances in IT.  Recently, Grant 

Sidaway our Executive Officer from the Federation 

of NZ SeniorNet Societies met with our tutors and 

spoke of these recent changes that also include new 

products from the Apple stable.  Heavy promotion 

drives demand for Apple products such that over 3 

million new iPads have been sold in 2½ months 

since the April launch, with 11,000 new programs 

designed to meet the needs of this item alone.  But 

be assured that the ―others‖ have not been 

standing-by watching this with their hands in their 

pockets.  Microsoft, HP, Google, and others have 

been working assiduously on similar products and 

the supporting software.  You can bet that 

consumers will ultimately benefit with greater 

choice, higher specs, and lower prices for their new 

computer-based products.  If the item is no good, it 

won‘t survive!  We at SeniorNet need to 

acknowledge these rapid changes as well.  That is 

the same challenge that faces Telstra, Telecom, 

and every other company and learning institution 

in the field of IT. 

I have been in Western Australia for the past 

month and I continue to be impressed with the high 

standard of learning opportunities that SeniorNet 

provides for its members when compared with 

those available in that country.  Grant Sidaway has 

been a very large part of getting SeniorNet so well-

established in New Zealand over the past 15 years.  

But as the movement is always forward our tutors 

need to increasingly re-train.  And they are often 

confronted with the mixed combinations of 

operating systems and programs that I wrote about 

in our last newsletter.  We are fortunate in having 

our team of volunteer tutors prepared to keep up 

with developments and to share their new-found 

knowledge with you – after all, they are the core of 

SeniorNet. 

While I was away, my own PC was being 

upgraded to Windows 7 and I‘m still working my 

way through this and the new Office 2010.  As we 

are always learning, this is also a new challenge for 

me.  Gone are my familiar Windows XP, Office 

2007, and Outlook Express; now it is Windows 

Live Mail and the many differences that it brings.  

Fortunately, the principles remain unchanged.  So 

familiarity with one Operating System and version 

of the Word program means that with a little effort 

you can adapt without untold confusion.  And I 

have even considered buying an Apple laptop! 

While our 4 and 8-week courses focus on teaching 

the principles of computing, our Monday 

Workshops keep revisiting aspects of these and 

introducing new computer-related concepts (see 

the Term 4 Monday Workshop timetable in this 

edition).  Very fortunately, you can take advantage 

of these opportunities to ensure that you stay 

abreast of change and can continue to 

communicate with your own children and 

grandchildren on this common topic, and you may 

even teach them something that they don‘t yet 

know!  Now, more than ever in this field, we are 

always learning that‘s why we look so young for 

our age! 

I hope to see you at our August luncheon or at a 

Monday workshop soon! 

Garry Atkins, Chairman 
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Monday Workshops Planned for Term 4:  

The following Monday Workshops are planned for Term 4.  Dates may need to be changed as the term 

progresses and other circumstances intervene.  Always check your weekly E-letter to confirm dates and 

topics – any changes will be shown in your E-Letter. 

As a courtesy and to allow planning, bookings need to be made to Judy (Phone 422 3728) by 2.00 p.m. on 

the Sunday immediately preceding the Workshop.  For safety and comfort, attendee numbers are usually 

restricted to 16.  The cost is still $5.00 per member, payable at the door.   

Note:  If you make a booking for a workshop and are unable to attend, could you please advise us in good 

time – on several occasions lately we have turned people away because a workshop was full, 

only to find that some members who had booked didn‘t turn up on the day, and that‘s just not 

good enough!  Ed. 

 

VISIT FROM SENIORNET PAPAKURA  

On July 8 a large group of members from SeniorNet Papakura visited Warkworth.  They wanted to see the 

area and to meet up with us to see how we operate. This was a departure from their usual members‘ monthly 

meeting and judging by the response they were delighted with the visit.   They were treated to morning tea 

in the Masonic rooms, followed by a visit to our Learning Centre where in-between classes they were given 

a presentation by Brian on the future of television and the rapid convergence between that and the home PC.   

 Papakura members left with a better understanding of the complex developments now rapidly taking place 

in the field of home entertainment.  Because time was limited Brian‘s talk was adapted for this occasion 

from one of his recent Monday Workshops on the same topic. Your committee members acted as the hosts 

and the several favourable comments from the visitors at the conclusion indicates that there may be further 

similar exchanges.  We‘ll keep you posted if there are visits to other clubs planned in the future.    

Garry Atkins 

Welcome to our new members – we look forward 

to seeing you at the Learning Centre ~  

Barbara Lupton, Jill Hetherington, Fiona Flay,  

Grahame Gilbertson, Lesley Gilbertson, Yvonne 

Flynn, Tricia Morrison, Helen Whiteley, Pat Remkes, 

Pam McLaren, Deb Watson 

 

  

 

 

9th August Scanning made simple  Garry Atkins 

16th August Repairing  Old Photos Brian Oakes 

23rd August Making & Presenting a Slide Show Neville Fursdon 

30th August Google Sketch Up Brian Oakes 

6th September Scanning Slides Using Veho Anne Murphy 

13th September Customising Windows 7 Neville Fursdon 

20th September Make your own Letterhead; set out a business letter Judy Wane/Ian Ferguson 

27th September Future Trends in Computing Neville Fursdon 

A Reminder about Car parking and Speed – We all know about parking our vehicles at the Learning 

Centre, but sometimes we need a reminder – there are 5 places in front and at least another 5 down the side of 

the building – there is no parking on the lawn, or in front of Clem‘s workshop….or on the bay on the side of 

the drive.  AND could everyone please keep their speed down when leaving the Centre – no tearing off down 

the drive – a sedate 15kms would be fine!  Ed. 
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User accounts   

At the committee we have been having discussions about the way we have set up Technical 

Manager and Student accounts, and whether this is really necessary.   

When you click on the ‗Student‘ icon on the desktop you open Windows in a Limited Account 

(for Vista and Windows 7 the term is Standard User).  This allows you to use the all the programmes on the 

computer, but restricts you from making changes to the way the computer operates, or to load new software.  

The Technical Manager account is an Administrator account and allows members of our Technical team to 

make changes, but they need a password to access it. 

Why do we bother?  Firstly it means that inexperienced students are not able make changes to the way the 

computers operate, and secondly it makes it one step harder for the bad guys to infiltrate and load viruses or 

steal confidential information.  Not that they would gain any useful information such as banking details from 

our computers at the Centre, but they could from your home computer. 

This is why I am typing this article from my own Standard User account, which has no password, and is 

the one for everyday use.  For on-line banking or purchases using a credit card I use my passworded 

Administrator account.  

Limited user accounts are also useful where more than one person uses the same computer, as you can store 

your own data in your own My Documents. The other person stores his information in his My Documents, 

and neither of us can see the other‘s data.  Create a limited user account for the grandchildren so they do not 

mess up your computer or get into your private emails and letters! 

Microsoft has this to say:  

“Setting up a Limited User account 
Administrator accounts are not designed for casual use—everyone who uses your computer should be 

set up with a Limited User account that they can use for regular activities such as word processing or surfing 

the Web.  

If you suffer an attack from malicious software, the attacker can gain access to your computer through the 

account that you're using—limited accounts give the attacker limited access, and administrator accounts give 

the attacker administrator access. 

You can set up as many Limited User accounts as you need for yourself, your family, and even friends.‖ 

 

1. To set up: Be sure you're logged on as Administrator, click Start, and then click Control Panel and 
click User Accounts  

2. In Windows XP 

a. Under Pick a Task, click Create a new account.  

b. Type a name for the new account, and then click Next.  

c. Under Pick an account type, click Limited, then click Create account. 

3. In Windows Vista and Windows 7 the process is similar   

a. Under Make changes to your user Account click Manage another account (In Windows 7 
click on User Accounts and Family Safety or Parental Controls (depending on the way you 
view Control panel) 

b. Click Create a new account, choose a name for the account and select either Standard user 
or Administrator then click Create 

 

Neville Fursdon   

Technical Manager 
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How the Industry has changed in the last 50 years! 

 

We often talk of the rapid changes in the IT industry.  Consider the humble Flash-

drive that so many of us now have on our key ring -  2, 4, 8, 16 GB or even more 

are quite common.  Contrast this with the photo.  

In September 1956 IBM launched the 305 RAMAC, the first 'SUPER' computer 

with a hard disk drive (HDD). The HDD weighed over a ton and stored a 

'whopping' 5 MB of data - that is just over 3 Floppy discs! 

How would you like to carry 40 of these around on your key-ring? 

Garry Atkins 

 

Itõs  Mid-Winter  and  Weõre  celebrating  with  a 

Midwinter Xmas dinner  

to be held at the Sandspit Yacht Club 

on Sandspit Road 

The date is Tuesday, 3
rd

 August 

      The time is 11.30am  for  12 noon 

    

We have a sumptuous  menu for you  

AND 

a guest speaker, 

    

 ~ Peter Cross  ~  

his topic 

  ôMaking your Life Storyõ 

 will be of interest to all of us 

 

Tickets are $30 per person 

Seating is limited so to secure your place fill out the coupon below, enclose your cheque and 
send it to SeniorNet Warkworth, PO Box 659 Warkworth by Thursday 29 th July.  Your tickets 
will be sent back to you.  
"éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Name (Please print) :  éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
Address: ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
Number of tickets @ $30.00 per person  éééééééééééééééé 
 
Cheque enclosed for: éééééééééééééééééééééééé 



5 

 

 

 

 Grant Sidaway, dynamic Chief Executive of the Federation of New Zealand SeniorNet 

Societies, provided a rare treat for our tutors and committee members   recently when he 

presented his insight into the progress and direction of the modern technology. 

Statistics show that consumers are now turning towards the purchase of laptops rather 

than desktop PCs – laptops now make up around 70% of all computer sales, and the trend 

is towards smaller and very powerful appliances.  Grant is always on the road visiting 

SeniorNet groups all over the country and his very stylish lightweight Netbook, combined 

with his Apple 3G iPhone are all he needs to control the day to day operation of the 

Federation‘s Wellington base. 

His Apple 3G iPhone was a revelation to the gathering - it‘s a GSM cell phone that's also 

an iPod, a video camera, and a mobile Internet device with email and GPS maps and 

much, much more.  You can access an incredible 130,000 apps, with amazing touch and stretch technology - and it fits 

right into the palm of your hand! 

Our group was so impressed with Grant‘s demonstration that they will be looking into learning more about the new 

technology with a view to bringing it to our members – we‘ll also be looking into expanding our range of courses to 

include Apple Macintosh laptops – so watch this space!  Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Akast writes: 
Ȭ!Î ÕÐÄÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÍÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÈÏ 3ÌÉÄÅ 3ÃÁÎÎÅÒ.   
Just after I had finished scanning my elderly Aunt's long 
forgotten  55 year- old slides, and transferring them to the 
computer, she sadly passed away.  I was able to email the 
funeral director the slides of her life as a young woman in 
Ethiopia; he put them on disk and they were played as a 
slide show at her funeral.  Her relatives who attended the 
service were so impressed by them, showing them a part of 
her life as a missionary in Ethiopia of which a few were 
unaware.  I was asked to make copies on disk for them.  So 
again I would like to thank SeniorNet for the Workshop on 
slide-scanning and being able to hire the Veho which 
ÅÎÁÂÌÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ÔÈÉÓȢȭ 
 

Well done Betty.  Ed. 

 

 

We know we are a pretty diverse group at 

SeniorNet Warkworth and this was very well 

illustrated at the recent Skype workshop when 

one of our hearing impaired students discovered 

the joy of communicating via Skype‘s video call 

feature using sign language.  She was aided and 

abetted in this by a hearing fellow student who is 

skilled in the use of ‗Sign‘.  It was a revelation to 

all of us and really brought home the limitless 

capabilities of the modern technology and the 

endless variety of skills and talents that our 

members bring to our Society. Ed. 

 

 

 

 

1.   Do you have a friend who has recently purchased their first computer and it is running Vista?  Suggest that they join 

SeniorNet Warkworth and as an introductory offer for Term 4 we‘ll take them through our 4 lesson ‗Introduction to 

Computers in Windows Vista‘ on Tuesdays at 12 noon for 4 weeks at no course fees to them.  To find out more have 

your friend call Judy on Ph. 422 3728 without further delay. 

2. As a member of SeniorNet Warkworth you already know your way around word processing, but are the many features 

of Email and the Internet relatively unknown to you?  Let us show you around Vista‘s Windows Mail for 4 weeks 

commencing at noon on Friday August 13.  This is your lucky day because we‘ll then take you through the many features 

on better using the Internet for the following 4 weeks – Free (provided you have enrolled in the Windows Mail course).  

Places are limited – to book call Judy now on Ph. 422 3728. 
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Mac Users Group 

 

Mindful of the rising popularity of Apple Macintosh computers we have decided to invite Mac users to 
a meeting to see if they would like to join us and form a Special Interest Group.   

Interest will determine what can be offered to this group and how it will be arranged.  The idea is 
there would be an initial informal meeting of those with Macs on August 6 at 10.00 a.m. to determine 

their training needs and how we might be able to help, by sharing ideas.   

Our tutors and other interested SeniorNet members could also attend any proposed future meetings 
to learn more about the workings of this other operating system.  

If you have friends with Mac computers please pass the word on to them 

Neville Fursdon 
Technical Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiver:  From time to time some of our members give help voluntarily to other members on matters relating to computers, associated equipment 

and software.  This can include information contained in this newsletter.  This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient‘s own risk and 

imposes no responsibility of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, the newsletter editor or SeniorNet Warkworth Inc. 


