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Member of the  

 

                                                                                                            January – February 2010      

Greetings from Your Vice - Chairman 

The start of another year arrives and just when we 

have got used to the „Noughties‟ we find ourselves 

in a new decade.   I wonder what we will call it. 

Perhaps the „Tenties‟?   However, whatever it is 

called you can be sure that around the world 

engineers and technologists are beavering away to 

produce the very latest technological wonders.   

We can already watch TV and listen to music on 

our computers and we are also seeing TV sets with 

the ability to access the internet.  Soon the 

computer and TV will gradually merge into a 

complete home entertainment package and you 

will be able to download movies, music, games 

and other material straight into your TV and watch 

it from the comfort of your lounge. 

SeniorNet as always will try to keep up with any 

new developments that come along.   If you have 

just purchased a new computer, or are about to, 

you will find that it comes with the new operating 

system Windows 7.   With this in mind we have 

installed Windows 7 on all our computers at 

SeniorNet.   So whether you have XP, Vista or the 

new Windows 7 we will be able to cater for 

everyone‟s needs.  

Last year‟s workshop programme continued to be 

very popular and we introduced a Friday repeat 

workshop to cater for those members who couldn‟t 

make Mondays.  Whilst this seemed to work for a 

while we found that we were only getting the same 

numbers for both workshops as we used to get for 

the Monday workshop alone.  In view of this the 

Friday workshops will be discontinued in 2010. 

As a result of popularity of one of our workshops 

on Digital Scrapbooking we have developed a 4 

week course on the subject.  Students will be 

taught the fundamentals of Photoshop Elements to 

make Scrapbook pictures for their family albums 

and learn how to use the internet to find and 

download Scrapbook material for use in their 

projects. 

A new feature we are introducing this year is a 

fixed course timetable.  Although this is not 

actually new, as this was the way we used to do it 

in the early days of SeniorNet.  What this means is 

that all the courses for each term will be set out in 

a timetable with set times and days allocated for 

the various courses. This will allow students to see 

at a glance the courses available during the term 

and select a course of their choice.  The present 

system where students select their own time slot 

and type of course has proved very difficult for our 

course coordinator to organise.  There will also be 

special time slots allocated for the more 

specialised courses in the prospectus which 

students can arrange with the course coordinator. 

Don‟t forget the AGM this year which will be on 

February 13
th
.   If you feel that you can help in the 

running of SeniorNet then consider standing for 

the committee.  We are always looking for fresh 

faces and new ideas. 

As the end of the year approached we were very 

sorry to hear of the sudden illness of our Chairman 

Howard.   As one of the backbones of our 

organisation Howard always brings a sense of fun 

and great knowledge into anything he does. 

Howard is continuing his treatment and our 

thoughts are with him and his family as they face 

the challenges ahead. 

We look forward to seeing you all in the New 

Year. 

Brian Oakes 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM for SeniorNet Warkworth Inc is to be 

held at our Learning Centre, 3 Matakana Road, on 

February 13 at 10.00 a.m.  This is your society and 

as a member, you are encouraged to attend.  The 

order of this meeting is -  

Chairman‟s Welcome;  Apologies;  Minutes of the 

previous (2009) AGM;  Chairman‟s Report;  

Treasurer‟s Report;  Election of Officers and 

Committee;  General Business. 

 

You may wish to consider representing your 

fellow members by contributing and allowing your 

name to be included on the list of nominations for 

committee or as an officer, particularly if you can 

offer some appropriate administration skills, or 

more importantly, enthusiasm and ideas.  The 

Nomination List will be available in the Learning 

Centre from February 1 until the time of the 

meeting.  A nomination requires a proposer, a 

seconder, and your signature as nominee indicating 

that you agree to your name going forward for 

election. 

A contribution to the future direction of your very 

successful SeniorNet through committee 

involvement can be a personally rewarding 

experience.  The committee meets monthly for 2 

hours to receive reports and to consider other 

matters of administration. 

Think about it and if you wish, speak to any 

current committee member to gather their past 

experience. 

 

Garry Atkins, Secretary 

 

 
TERM 1 COURSES 

Last month you will have received a 2010 subscription renewal letter.  We hope that you are getting 

value for your subscription which has remained unchanged for several years.  Enclosed with that 

letter was a prospectus of our 2010 courses.  There are a lot of explanations in the prospectus that are 

summarised on Page 3.  Most of the words are needed because of our funding contract arrangements 

that require each student to know what to expect, what programmes are used, and what background 

knowledge is needed as a prerequisite if you are to get the best from your learning experience.  Our 

Course Coordinator can help with further information on membership, courses, prerequisites, and the 

like.  Phone Anne on 422 3728. 

Add to the above the need to know your own computer; a little about it technically, and more 

importantly what operating system and the main programmes you are using.  With experience, these 

matters become well-known to you and you will find that you can increasingly adapt more easily to 

any differences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know we’ve mentioned this many times before…. 
but because it’s the beginning of a new year and because we 
believe that repetition will eventually assist in the absorption of 
knowledge, and in order to initiate our new members in the way 
we operate at SeniorNet Warkworth AND in an effort to assure 
our tutors of how much we care …….  
Could you PLEASE let your tutor know in advance if for any 
reason you are unable to attend one or more of your course 
sessions, thus enabling alternative arrangements to be made – 
and could tutors please provide their students with contact details 
at the beginning of the course!  Ed. 
 

We welcome these new members in 2010: Graeme 

Craighead, Marianne Cole, Roger Grimstone, 
Terence Topham, Ashley Port,  
Jean McBride, Jocelyn Sharp -  and look 
forward to meeting you at the Learning Centre. 
 

 

An OOPS! from the Treasurer – Colleen 

wants members to know that she was not 

trying to save money by not including a 

return envelope with the Renewal of 

Subscription letter sent out just before 

Christmas – it was simply an oversight, to be 

put down to the excitement of the 

approaching festive season – Sorry!  Ed. 

 

Update on Chairman Howard -  We know 
you will all be very happy to learn that 
Howard is now at home, his Doctors are 
pleased with his response to his treatment 
and he is enjoying home cooking made to 
his liking – also he has retained his sense 
of humour.  So yea to the power of prayer 
and positive thinking!  Ed. 
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TERM 1 TIMETABLE (Feb 2 – March 26, 2010) 

We have re-established our former system of providing you with a timetable before each term.  This allows 

our wide range of courses to be „cycled‟ through the various terms of the year.  Look at the subjects listed and 

call Anne on 422 3728 to request a place, or come along to our Term 1 Open Day at 2.30 p.m. on January 18 

at our Learning Centre.  There continues to be a minimum requirement of two students for any one course.  

Course fees remain unchanged.  Circumstances may require the Course Coordinator to alter the position of a 

course as requests are received and the schedule takes shape in the next 3 weeks. 

 
 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
A.M. 

 
 
 

Intro to Computers ς 
First Half in Win. XP 
Second Half in Vista 

Basic Word 
Processing in Word 
2007 

Intermediate WP in 
Word 2007 

Mng. Files & Folders  
First Half in Win. XP 

Jan 29 Committee 
Mtg. 
Feb 2 Review Panel 
Feb 26 Committee 
Mtg. 
Mar 3 Review Panel 
Mar 26 Committee 
Mtg. 

 
 

16 places ς 8 each of 
4 lessons 

8 places ς 8 lessons 8 places ς 8 lessons 8 places ς 4 lessons All 10.00 a. start 

 
 

Noon 
 
 
 

Level 1 Word 
Processing in Word 
2002/3 

Level 2 Word 
Processing in Word 
2002/3 

Photo Imaging using 
Microsoft programs 

Mng. Files & Folders  
First Half in Vista 

Email and Internet  

 
 

8 places ς 8 lessons 8 places ς 8 lessons 8 places ς 8 lessons 8 places ς 4 lessons 8 places ς 8 lessons 

 
 
 

P.M. 
 
 

Monday Workshops 

Courses for Subjects  
not elsewhere 
scheduled 
Minimum of 2 per 
subject 

Digital Scrapbooking  
First Half ς 4 lessons 
Second Half ς 4 
lessons 

Courses for Subjects  
not elsewhere 
scheduled 
Minimum of 2 per 
subject 

Feb 5 Term 1 Tutor 
Mtg. 
Mar 3 Tutor Training 
Mar 15 Term 2 Open 
Day 

 
 

< 16 places  each 
workshop 

4 pairs of 2 ς 8 
lessons 

8 places ς 2 X 4 
students each of 4 
lessons 

4 pairs of 2 ς 8 
lessons 

All 2.30 p. start 

 
Other 

Activities 
 
 
 
 

Jan 25 HELP! Day 
2.30 p. 
Mar 29 HELP! Day 
2.30 p. 

   
Feb 13 AGM 10.00 a. 
Mar 19 Term 2 Open 
Day 2.30 p. 

 

A NEW COURSE FOR THIS TERM! 

The constant change in technology requires continual changes and additions to our course material undertaken 

by a small sub-committee, known as the Review Panel.  This first term of 2010 we are pleased to be able to 

offer the new course of  Digital Scrapbooking.   It has been developed by our very own Brian Oakes.   

Because the course is only 4 lessons long it can be offered twice in this term on Wednesday afternoons – the 

first 4 weeks of the term from Feb 3 – 24 and the second 4 weeks from March 3 – 24.   You already know 

about Scrapbooking but we can show you how to do it digitally - using your home computer.   It is a course 

that we guarantee will open up ideas and several more creative uses for your home PC.  With a good 

understanding already of the first level of Word Processing and a familiarity with the Internet,  you will learn 

about downloading and manipulating images, and that key component of  „layers‟  in building your scrapbook.  

Contact Anne on 422 3728 to secure a place in this exciting new development. 
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TERM 1 MONDAY WORKSHOPS 

During 2009 we trialled different ways of handling the very popular Monday Workshops.  These ranged 

through free workshops, repeat workshops in the same week, and a „no booking‟ policy.  Research and 

preparation is a big part of building a 2-hour workshop and it is very helpful to the presenter to know how 

many will attend on the day.  Consequently, and to assist our planning, we do ask that you book a place 

anytime from now up until 3 p.m. on the Sunday immediately preceding each Monday Workshop by phoning 

Anne on 422 3728, or leave a message on her voice-mail.  Our advice is to book early – in fact, why not do it 

now, after reading the following Monday Workshop programme for Term 1?  The cost is only $5.00 per 

workshop, payable on the day. 

Date Topic Presenter 

Feb 8 Google is Much More than a Search Engine ς Learn of the recent exciting features Brian 

Feb 15 Windows Live Mail ς Those of us with Vista need to know how to use this program Garry 

Feb 22 Scanning Those Old 35mm Slides ς Save your slides using a special slide scanner Anne 

Mar 1 Colourising Your Black & White Photos ς Let Brian show you how easy it can be Brian 

Mar 8 Understanding Your Laptop ς There are differences in use that need to be respected Garry 

Mar 15 Downloading From the Internet ς Easy to say, but can you do it with confidence? Brian 

Mar 22 Essential Routine Housekeeping ς Some important  tasks need to be regularly done Garry 

 

TUTORING AND WORKSHOPS ï Think About It! 

From some of the other Term 1 activities shown in 

this newsletter you will see that we are on the 

lookout for members to tutor, to be a workshop 

presenter, or otherwise share their knowledge.  So 

if you recall your early anxiety and problems 

remembering the steps when you were learning a 

new course why not consider sharing this 

experience by tutoring others in the same 

situation?  This of course puts an emphasis on 

empathy with the student rather than a lot of 

computer technical knowledge. 

On January 19 at 10.00 a.m., I am holding an 

introduction to the SeniorNet concept of tutoring 

for those interested.  I call it “Why Tutor?” and it 

is a “no-obligation” presentation and discussion 

that allows you to question me on the SeniorNet 

peer-sharing method of teaching.  This means that 

it allows free discussion without any coercion if 

you decide that tutoring is not for you.  The aim is 

to give you a background so that you can reach 

your own conclusions.  If you do decide to give it 

a go we will not throw you in at the deep end but 

will gradually introduce you to various aspects on 

the job, and to occasionally meet with your fellow 

tutors to exchange experiences. 

Curious?  Apart from time, what is there to lose by 

simply finding out?  Think about it and give me a 

call on Ph. 422 9190 or send me an email to 

garrya@paradise.net.nz   Enthusiasm goes a long 

way but let me assure you that tutoring can be a 

personally rewarding experience without a big 

time commitment.  I have a saying – “If you really 

want to learn your computer – tutor!”  And if after 

our meeting you don‟t think that tutoring is worth 

a try but you still want to give something back to 

SeniorNet, you might want to assist with 

administration, at our Monday Workshops, for 

example. 

Garry Atkins, Acting Tutor Manager 

 

Your Federation Works for You ð Support it and we all win! 

 We all know that SeniorNet Warkworth is part of the larger Federation of New Zealand SeniorNet Societies 
formed in 2006 and comprising more than101 SeniorNet societies, but are you aware of how this could benefit 
you personally?  The Federation is able to negotiate deals on your behalf including discounts on Microsoft 
and Adobe software (with more discounts available from time to time) – all you have to do is visit 
www.seniornet.co.nz to compare prices – you can order direct from the Federation website.  And did you 
know, that if you are an existing TelstraClear customer (or planning to become one) if you register your 
phone account number by calling freephone 0508 011 737, TelstraClear will pay 3% of your monthly 
phone/internet bill to the Federation, and there are often attractive incentives available with more discounts 
on a variety of other items being offered from time to time.  Food for thought!  Ed. 

mailto:garrya@paradise.net.nz
http://www.seniornet.co.nz/
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Internet security programmes 

A leading reviewer of Internet security programmes has rated these top ten programmes for 

2009 as follows. Prices are US dollars. 

 

Surprisingly AVG rates ahead of Norton, but behind some less well known ones.  However when one drills down to see 

how the ratings are made, we find things like parental controls, which we don‟t need, affect the ratings. 

About AVG they have this to say “AVG Internet Security is an above average suite with below average extras. In fact, 

it has almost no extras. The exception to that rule is its advanced email scanner. It does however perform very well when 

it comes to virus scanning and email scanning. For someone who does not need 

parental controls or backup features, AVG is a good match…….AVG Internet Security 

performed well in all of our testing. It caught all of our viruses we tested it with and 

stopped all spyware we attacked it with…..” 

“…The major downfall to this security suite is the significant slowdown of our test 

system while it was installing. Boot times were about 20 seconds slower and opening 

just about any program took at least a few seconds 

longer than normal. The lack of extras was a significant 

issue. Bear all this is mind when searching for an 

internet security suite for your computer”. 

In practice these downsides are of little account for us 

who don‟t have deadlines to meet. 

 If you have only the free version of AVG you still get 

most of the goodies, albeit throttled back a little.

 

Last issue I promised to show you how to customise 

AVG Free.  Here goes: 

Open Tools from the toolbar, then Advanced Settings.  

In the new screen choose Schedules.  Here you will be 

able to choose how often the scan is to take place, which 

day of the week, and what time.  I have mine set to 6 pm 

on Friday, while I am watching the TV news.  

I don‟t want it to scan every time I start the computer, or 

if the scheduled time has been missed, so I unchecked the boxes in 

Advanced Schedule options.   

To stop AVG scanning every file on your computer every time, 

click on Scans and Scan specific files or folders.  There is no 

point in scanning every picture or document stored on your 

computer over and over again. 

Make sure Scan infectable files only is ticked.  Or you can 

stipulate which files are to be scanned. 

There are lots of other tweaks you can do, but this is probably 

enough for the average user. 

Neville Fursdon - Technical Manager 
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Have you ever been sent a letter or message in another language and had no idea what it meant.  Or wanted to 

send a message to someone in another country but couldn‟t write in that person‟s language.  Maybe you have 

a manual for an electronic device but it is written in Japanese. 

Donôt despair - help is only a click away courtesy of Google. 

Google has had a translate function for some time now which was hidden under the more tab.  However they 

have now changed this and it is now included on the selection tab at the top of the Google main page. 

 

 

Task :- You want to send a message to a non-English speaking French person . 

¶ First write your message or letter in Word or in an email. 

¶ Highlight all the words in the message and use the Copy function. (Control C or right click and select 

copy)  This stores your message on the clipboard. 

¶ Go to the Google Home page and in the selection tab at the top left select Translate. 

The Google Translate page opens. 

¶ Enter your cursor into the translate box and paste the contents of the clipboard into the box.  (Control 

V or right click and select paste). 

¶ Select the Language you want to convert to   i.e.  English to French. 

¶ Click the Translate button. Your message will be translated to your chosen language. 

¶ All you need to do now is to highlight and copy the translated text and paste it into an email or letter. 

¶ If you receive a letter in another language simply copy the letter and paste it into the Translate box.  

¶ Change the Translate From and Into 

Boxes by clicking on the Swap Languages 

button. 

 

Brian Oakes 

 

 

 

 
Waiver:  From time to time some of our members give help voluntarily to other members on matters relating to computers, 

associated equipment and software.  This can include information contained in this newsletter.  This help or advice is taken solely 

at the recipient‟s own risk and imposes no responsibility of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, the newsletter 

editor or SeniorNet Warkworth Inc 


