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Greetings from your Chairmoawv

Welcome to Term 2, commencing on April 6.
As with Term 1, this is another Tuesday start,
immediately following Easter. Term 1 has
already set the scene with a busy start to the
2010 Academic Year. During the pleasantly
warm December/January break your
computers were triple-booted to provide three
operating systems, so that now each one is
effectively 3 computers in one. Thisis in
readiness for the anticipated gradual demand
for Windows 7. Spare a friendly thought for
the weekly maintenance by the Technical

Team with this many computers to now check.

And for Gay, Ken, and others involved in
revising and preparing teaching material; and
the tutors, all who need to continually up-skill
to keep abreast of constant change. Add to
that the various versions of the Office program
available, with another due shortly (Office
2010), and the importance of the training
programmes for our tutors and technical staff
becomes very apparent.

The 2010 AGM of your society is now behind
us with a few changes detailed elsewhere in
this newsletter. You already know that late
last year our Chairman Howard was taken
very seriously ill without warning. You may
also know that he improved sufficiently to be
able to attend our mid-February AGM and to
present his Annual Report. Although Howard
is still seriously ill it was a delight to see him
able to participate. We pray for his
improvement. During this trying time, our
Deputy Chairman Brian, stepped up to the
plate and very ably controlled our affairs of

state, for which we are all very grateful.
Brian, our “ideas man”, is one of our key
presenters at our 2-hour Monday Workshops
who has introduced members to several new
computer-related innovations to keep us well
in-touch with constant and accelerating
change. His new Digital Scrapbooking course
IS proving very popular.

If you haven’t renewed your 2010 membership
yet, | encourage you to attend to it without
delay because we have more interesting
workshops planned. Your modest annual
subscription can be returned to you many
times over through the knowledge gained in
courses and workshops, not forgetting the
occasional social event, and the many
discounts now available through our affiliation
with the Federation of NZ SeniorNet Societies
Inc. (obtained through a link from our own
website). Make sure that we also have your
correct email address so that we may keep you
better informed of activities through your
weekly e-letter.

From all of this, you can be confident that
your own society is in good heart financially,
academically, technically, and socially. Take
advantage of our many activities to stay at the
forefront of our fast-changing world. After-all
as a member, apart from meeting many really
nice people, embracing new technology is
exciting fun, and it’s very, very good for your
brain, possibly adding years to your life!

Garry Atkins, Chairman
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Words of WELLOME!

At the 2010 AGM held on February 13 you elected the following to your Executive Committee with
several roles being subsequently confirmed at the first meeting of that committee —

Chairman Garry Atkins

Vice Chairman Brian Oakes (also Academic Manager)
Secretary Anne Murphy

Treasurer Colleen Cooper

Technical Manager  Neville Fursdon (also Webmaster)

Course Coordinator  Judy Wane (also Newsletter Editor)

Tutor Coordinator  lan Ferguson (also Workshop Coordinator)
Social Convenor Margaret Pengelly (also Publicity Coordinator)
Teaching Materials Gay Cowan

And welcome also to the enthusiastic group of new tutors (currently training) —

Anita Thompson, Margaret Pengelly, Penny Woods, Sheryl Keane, David Levesque, Ron Smalley
(potential workshop presenter). These mostly former students continue to have so much fun learning
that they want to share their knowledge with you. That is the “SeniorNet Way” — sharing!

Our existing tutors, workshop presenters, and their assistants are the key to our existence. Without
them and the hard-working administrators on your committee, there is no SeniorNet. Thank you all
for constantly learning new programmes and for being prepared to share your knowledge through
your generous gift of the most valuable resource we all have — time!

Garry Atkins

Monday Workshops Planned for Term 2:

The following Monday Workshops are planned for Term 2. Dates may need to be changed as the
term progresses and other circumstances intervene. Always check your weekly e-letter to confirm
dates — remember, Workshop topics may change — any changes will be shown in your E-Letter.

As a courtesy to allow planning, bookings need to be to Judy (Phone 422 3728) by 2.00 p.m. on the
Sunday immediately preceding the Workshop. For safety and comfort, attendee numbers are usually
restricted to 16. The cost is still $5.00 per member, payable at the door.

Date Topic Presenter

Apr 12 | The Features in YouTube — This is not just a programme for kids, it can teach & Brian
entertain

Apr 19 | Understanding and Using External Drives — covering Flashdrives, CD/DVDs, and | Neville
Portable Hard Drives

Apr 26 | 3D Animation — understand how it is done from an expert, Greg Chapman. You will Brian (to
learn plenty about graphics at this workshop arrange)

May 3 | Keeping Fit Using Wii — Learn about this new and useful home technology — (demo.) | Brian

May 10 | Media Management — Do you use Media Player, MP3, and i-Tunes to full advantage? | Anne

May 17 | Windows 7, Today’s Operating System — Learn the differences and new features | Neville

May 24 | TradeMe — Become confident using this vast resource that changes how we do business | lan/Judy




Brian’s Tips and tricks

You have just completed your Word Document and discover that you have a few extra lines that have gone on
to another page. Wish you could "shrink" the document a bit and lose that last page?

You could try a different font size or changing the top and bottom margins to make it fit and get rid of the
unwanted page. However there is no need for any of that as Word has a neat trick to do it for you.

The Word feature you are looking for is "Shrink to Fit" and it's found in Print Preview.

Those using older versions of Word can either go to the File menu and select the Print Preview | & |
choice or use the Print Preview button located on the Standard toolbar. >

Those who are using Word 2007 will find Print Preview in the Office Button in the list of options offered by the
Print choice.

Once in the Print Preview mode, you're looking for the Shrink to Fit button.

In older versions of Word it looks like this:
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Instantly, Word shrinks your document's font size to reduce the number of pages by one.

People with Word 2007 will see this:

v

No matter the version, click the button.

There you have it. Word's version of the phrase "Shrink to Fit!"

Brian Oakes

Welcowe to our new members - we look forward to meeting you at the Learning Centre:

Jim Letcher, Mary-Alice Ryburn, Barry Cranston, Nelson Morrow, Joao Reis, Bill Langdon,
Marianne Keane, Joan Springgay, David Levesque, Millie Levesque, Bev Davidson, John
Montgomerie, Noreen Moore, Janice Mackinnon, John Andrews, Bill Lees, Pat Lees, John
Cochrane, Margaret Cochrane, Rex Thompson, Donald McGeagh, Heather Metcalfe, Vic Chasteau,
Marion Chasteau, Kim Millar, Keith Hopner, Elizabeth Hopner, Raewyn Vague, Mary Moore

Yow hawve to-lavgh ...

Tech support: Good day. How may I help you?

Male customer: Hello... I can't print.

Tech support: Would you click on "start" for me and...

Customer: Listen pal; don't start getting technical on me! I'm not Bill Gates........

And then there's ........

Customer: I have a huge problem. A friend has placed a screen saver on my computer, but every
time I move the mouse, it disappears.



TERM 2 COURSES AVAILABLE — (April 6 — May 28, 2010)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

A.M.

Mixed Class of
Subjects not

Intro to Computers

Apr. 23 Review
Panel
Apr. 30 Committee

elsewhere ¢ 1% 4 weeks in Training Potential . Mtg.
scheduled Win. Xp; 2" 4 tutors Excelin E. 2007 May 21 Review
Minimum of 2 per weeks in Vista Panel
subject May 28 Committee
Mtg.
4pairsof2¢8 <16 places each 4 8 places ¢ 8 lessons | 8 places ¢ 8 lessons | All 10.00 a. start
lessons lessons
Mixed Class of
. Advanced WP in Subjects not
Noon Basic Word Level 1 Word PowerPoint Pts. A & | W2007 elsewhere
Processing in Word | Processing in Word .
2007 2002/3 B Level 3WPin scheduled
W2002/3 Minimum of 2 per

subject

8 places ¢ 8 lessons

8 places ¢ 8 lessons

8 places ¢ 8 lessons

8 places ¢ 8 lessons

4 pairsof2¢8
lessons

P.M.

Monday Workshops

Inter. WP in Word
2007

Digital
Scrapbooking ¢
First Half ¢ 4
lessons

Second Half ¢ 4
lessons

Mixed Class of
Subjects not
elsewhere
scheduled
Minimum of 2 per
subject

Apr 9 Term 2 Tutor
Mtg.

May 7 Tutor
training

May 21 Term 3
Open Day

< 16 places each
workshop

8 places ¢ 8 lessons

8 places¢2X4
places each of 4
lessons

4 pairsof2¢8
lessons

All 2.30 p. start

For enquiries regarding Membership and to book a place on any of the scheduled courses above,
please phone Judy on Ph. 422 3728.

DID YOU KNOW? We've been doing some research into the origin of old sayings and have come up with
a selection of lesser known ones to enrich your knowledge base and impress your family and friends -
we'll have more for you next time. You may have some that you'd like to share - if so, just contact the
editor on 425 4327 and we'll print them in the next newsletter. €d.

BIG WIG ~ In the 18th century when many men wore wigs, the most important men wore the biggest wigs. Hence today

important people are called big wigs.

MONEY FOR OLD ROPE ~Rope made from hemp had a limited lifetime. When it wore out it was picked apart and

recycled. It was used for caulking. Rope fibres (known as oakum) were hammered into the seams between planks of a
ship and hot pitch was poured over it. This was done to waterproof the ship. Of course you got money for the old rope.
The phrase came to mean money for anything (seemingly) worthless.

SET YOUR TEETH ON EDGE ~This is from Jeremiah 31:30 'Every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set

on edge'.

SHORT SHRIFT ~A shrift was a confession made to a priest. Criminals were allowed to make a short shrift before they
were executed. so if you gave somebody short shrift you gave them a few minutes to confess their sins before carrying out

the execution.

WHIPPING BOY ~Prince Edward, later Edward VI, had a boy who was whipped in his place every time he
was naughty. So a whipping boy is one who is punished for another’s wrongdoing.




A WVM S W I am writing this

from the comfort of

our motorhome

parked on a hill in Queenstown overlooking the
Frankton arm of Lake Wakatipu on a glorious
early March evening. Today has been quite warm
during the day after a couple of weeks of quite
cold rainy weather. We were able to shed our
thick jerseys today and now look forward to some
more t-shirt weather. At night in these parts it gets
fairly frigid, so we have needed to use the heater
most nights over the past couple of weeks. What I
did not expect was the persistent strong winds
which whip up the whitecaps on the lakes, and are
sometimes so strong I have difficulty opening the
driverds door. At | east
and sandflies of Milford and the Hollyford Valley,
and the mists of Manapouri and Doubtful Sound.
The forecast is for sunny weather from now on as
we leave the mountains behind.

Before leaving home I installed a 160 GB hard disk
in my old laptop (up from 40 GB) and upgraded
the memory to 2 GB of RAM. That is about all you
can do with a laptop, as a new processor or mother
board would cost more than a complete new
machine. With these improvements I was able to
partition the new hard disk (using GParted) and
dual boot with the original Windows XP Pro in
one partition, and Windows 7 Pro in the second
partition. I can easily choose which one I want via
the start up screen. I have my programmes
(including AVG) loaded in both partitions, and
my documents and photos on a separate USB hard
disk, so the computer disk keeps reasonably
empty and fast loading.

In Windows XP it runs exactly as before, as XP can
not make use of all that RAM. Windows 7 likes 2
GB or more, but 2 GB is the limit my motherboard
can handle. Most of my Software like Office 2007
and Photoshop Elements 5 are loaded in both
partitions. However in the Win 7 partition I have
also loaded Word 2010 Betaand this is the word
processor I am using to write this. It loadsin a
flash, unlike Word 2007, and I prefer the changed
ribbon.

In Windows 7 my laptop struggles with the more
processor hungry things like the aero effects, but I
can live without them. Trying to play Solitaire is

painfully slow as it says I need to upgrade my
video card driver. However Asus do not supply a
Win 7 driver for this model, so I switch to
Windows XP where Solitaire works normally.

Of more concern is getting emails. Most camping
grounds and motels etc provide wireless internet
hotspots, and I have signed up for
www.iac.wifi.co.nz (Internet Access Company) as
it is one of the more frequently encountered all
over NZ. Using it from a laptop takes you to a
secure site denoted by the https:// and a closed
padlock, and you can confidently sign up using
your credit card, and access your bank account on
l'ine. You dondt have to

w @1 mpigly Rarkipgeontgide i ghp streetdis justiase
effective. All you need is a login and a strong
password (14 characters d mixed letters and
numbers, upper and lower case). There is a list of
all their sites on line at the IAC website.

Emails are more of a problem, as I have found
some of the wireless connections are painfully
slow, as I guess the wireless access points are
connected to very slow broadband connections,
particularly is this so at Cromwell. In some places
you can send and receive just as you would at
home. In others you can receive but not send, and
there seems to be no obvious reason for this. The
workaround I use is to go to my ISP homepage
(xnet.co.nz) and use webmail. This works just
fine, though you tend to get inundated with the
Viagra and Russian ladies emails. You can send,
receive, attach documents and photos, delete, and
save, just like in Windows Mail or Outlook
Express.

What | dondt use ritical
information like emails and banking are hotspots
in public places like Starbucks, airports, or internet
cafes, as there may be questions over their security
levels. Generally your own laptop will be used by
you alone, and should need a strong password to
use, so it will be fairly safe using hotspots in
camping grounds, at least as safe as using an ATM
machine. It is almost certain that computers used
by others in public places are hacked and have key
logging software installed. Use them at your peril.

This laptop has travelled around the world with
me and so far I have had no cause for concern.
With simple precautions you also can remain safe.

Neville Fursdon from somewhere in the South.

recommen



NEWS FROM THE FEDERATION

TelstraClear New Offer for SeniorNet Members

members.

WWW.Seniornet.co.nz

The new offer can be seen by
clicking onto the TelstraClear
banner advertisement on

Our Partners at TelstraClear have developed a new offer exclusive to SeniorNet

Exclusive SeniorNet Joining Offer

FIRST MONTH FREE!

Plus FREE wireless modem and
FREE standard connection*

where you can find out how to get connected with TelstraClear.

Also remember to register you are a TelstraClear Customer with your Learning Centre.

TelstraClear will donate a percentage of the accounts of new customers to the Federation of
New Zealand SeniorNet Societies so now’s the time if you are thinking of changing your

provider.

Microsoft Office 2007 Home and Student 7 Price reduction extended

$130.00 Incl GST and delivery

5l e Hoete,
secndent

Be in quick as this price has been extended to 28™ March 2010.

Microsoft Office Home and Student is a popular choice for SeniorNet members it
- _ contains Word, Excel, Powerpoint and OneNote.

To order go to www.seniornet.co.nz and click onto special offers, scroll to find the Microsoft
software section and fill out the form. The software will be sent to you within 48 hours and an

invoice sent to you by mail, separately.

Around Our Workshops.

A Term 1 Monday Workshop was held recently on
the subject of laptops. It extended beyond our
present laptop users to any member contemplating
the purchase of a new one. As part of the
workshop, attendees were reminded that as a
general principle when buying - "You get what
you pay for". The starting point is "What do |
want to use this computer for?" Netbook, or
Laptop? Broadband or Dial-up? Armed with
some background knowledge one can then
compare like-with-like knowing what features are
the most important. Be clear about what features
are important to you. Draw up a spreadsheet with
a column for each supplier and their best price
offer listing the main components, capacity, speed,
etc. Compare at least 3 different potential
suppliers. Look for warranty, screen size,

operating system and version of same, battery type
(3 or 6 cell), depth of discharge and claimed life
between charges, memory i.e. RAM type and
capacity, processor speed, capacity of graphics and
video cards, number of USB ports (get plenty),
webcam, wireless, is there a CD/DVD writer, and
the list could go on further. Will | buy a mouse
and separate keyboard? What software will | need
to buy? Does it come with a bag? What
sometimes seems a ‘good deal’ on price alone
doesn't always stack-up when a true 'like-with-like'
comparison is made. You could save a lot of
money, and you at least owe that to yourself. Our
Technical Team and tutors are always prepared to
help you understand the significance of these
features. And don't forget our next HELP! Day
on March 29.

Garry Atkins

Waiver: From time to time some of our members give help voluntarily to other members on matters relating to computers, associated equipment
and software. This can include information contained in this newsletter. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s own risk and
imposes no responsibility of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, the newsletter editor or SeniorNet Warkworth Inc
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